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October 2009 

This Newsletter is produced jointly by the Hedleyhope Community Association and the 
Hedleyhope Parish Council.  It brings you news of what is going on in the village of East 
Hedleyhope and the surrounding area. 
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Look out for the next Hedleyhope Newsletter in late January 2010 

Any contributions - such as items of news, letters or short articles - are always welcome and 
should be with the editor (Ann Barnshaw, 3 Swallow Close, Esh Winning, DH7 9JN, tel:0191 

373 0292) by 10th January. 
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Goodbye Nature Club…  
Due to falling numbers of children attending Nature 
Club we have decided to close this club for the time 
being after the Christmas Party on the 21st 
November.  
 
Since Nature Club started in September 2006 we 
have run 23 sessions with 38 different children. We have made bird 
boxes, planted trees, gone on bug hunts, introduced the Easter Egg 
Rolling competition and the annual Halloween event and lots more. 
Nature Club was also included in the Big Lottery film and was 
featured in several magazine articles.  

 
Unfortunately numbers of children attending 
Nature Club has fallen since this May, due in 
part to the sad loss of one of our Leaders - Liz 
Henderson (who went to live in Newcastle) the 
infrequency of the club (being bimonthly) and 
competition from lots of other Saturday 
morning activities (especially football 
coaching).  
 
So a big thank you to everyone who has 
attended and supported the club over the last 
3 years. 

 
Creature Modelling 

 
Easter Egg Rolling 
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Hello Young Rangers…  
However some time ago we did make a commitment to try running 
a nature type club for the over 10’s. We will be running this from 
2pm on Saturday afternoons. Young Rangers will still be bi-monthly 
as the Leaders often have other commitments at the weekends. 
The Young Rangers will also still continue to be affiliated to, and the 
Leaders checked by, Durham Wildlife Trust. 
 
With Young Rangers there will be an emphasis on meeting friends 
and enjoying the environment. There will not be any adult-led craft 
activities as hopefully the Young Rangers will set their own priorities 
for the type of projects they would like to get involved with. The first 
Young Rangers event is in January 2010. See the events listing. 
 
Works to Hedleyhill Colliery Wood 
Woodland Management 
The Forestry Commission have asked us to apply for a Woodland 
Improvement ‘Reversing Woodland Bird Decline’ Grant. The RSPB 
are a partner with the Forestry Commission in this Grant and it is 
the RSPB that requested that the Forestry Commission get us to 
apply for this funding as they believe we have a number of the 14 
‘declining’ bird species.  
 
We think we have at least three of these species visiting the Nature 
Reserve but If you are out and about and see any of the following 
throughout the year please let us know,: Redstart, Wood Warbler, 
Pied Flycatcher, Tree Pipit, Lesser Redpoll, Spotted Flycatcher, 
Woodcock, Willow Warbler, Garden Warbler, Marsh Tit, Bullfinch 
and the rarer Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Hawfinch.  
 
You may have seen Matt Baker on ‘Countryfile’ a few weeks ago at 
his parent’s Farm, across the road from our Wood, advertising this 
grant. Mike Riley, from the Forestry Commission, who was seen 
with Matt, is our Forestry Commission adviser. Mike, the Woodland 
Officer, has always been incredibly helpful and supported our work 
over the last few years.  
 
Mike is now asking us not only to create a series of small clearings 
at the top of the wood but also to carry out thinning throughout the 
Wood, especially of the Silver Birch at the Rose Terrace end, over a 
period of several years. There are also other specific operations 
that we can do to help woodland birds. Funding for this will 
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hopefully be available next Winter i.e. in 2010/2011. In the 
meantime we may do a small amount of coppicing ourselves over 
this winter – see events. 
 
Path Repairs 
As mentioned in the August Newsletter we had arranged to carry 
out improvements to the main path through the Wood. This work 
was to fill pot-holes and hollows and attempt to try and drain and 
improve the notorious muddy section.  
Unfortunately the weather was extremely unkind to us when the 
work was being carried out. After one of the driest and warmest 
September’s on record the heavens opened on the first day that the 
work was being carried out resulting in very wet and difficult 
conditions for the contractor.  A stretch of path near to Rose 
Terrace, for which there had been no plans to surface, turned out to 
be extremely wet. This section had to be completely dug out, a 
drainage pipe laid under the path and the area in-filled with 13 
tonnes of stone.  

 

At the moment the works do look fairly drastic but please bear with 
us while the path settles down. The path is currently 1.5metres wide 
because that was the width of the machinery carrying out the work. 
This is also the standard width of a path because it allows ‘two 
people to pass each other easily’. However as the leaves settle on 
the path this autumn, as the ice and rain etc do their worst over the 
winter and as the grass and vegetation starts to grow at the edges 
next spring the path will soften and narrow down. Just look at the 
new path built in East Hedleyhope a few years ago - this summer 
the width of this path was getting on for just about 12 inches wide in 
places! 
 

 
Before during and 

 
after the repair 
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A section of the path near the Village, the 2 sets of steps in the 
wood and the access to the new footbridge have now also been 
repaired. 
 
Unfortunately we will have to put in some access controls to prevent 
horses and quad bikes etc from using the path through the woods. 
We were going to use large stones but we don’t think now that this 
will prevent quad bikes etc. We will however have to install these 
‘access controls’ very quickly to prevent any damage from being 
done to the path. One of the most likely causes of action is that we 
will install a fence, ‘field gate’ and kissing gate or chicane where 
you enter the Wood from the Meadow. 
 
We may also have to consider building extra chicanes or kissing 
gates at two other points, including at Rose Terrace. 
To discuss this, or any other ‘environment’ matter you can meet us 
at our task days or at one of our meetings.  Task days are 17th 
October, 14th November and 6th February, and our next general 
meeting is on 12th January.  (See details of all of these on pages 7 
and 8). 
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ARTS DEVELOPMENT SMALL GRANTS SCHEME 
We are going to apply for a small grant towards arts development in the community 
as part of County Durham's bid to become UK "City of Culture"   
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We thought we would ask Alan McGinn who made the seat in 
the woods for us to come and make some wooden mushroom 
sculptures for a small area in the wood which needs to be 
thinned.  To attract more birds to the woodland we have been 
advised by Mike Riley from the Forestry Commission that we 
need to make a couple of open spaces.  One of these areas could 
become a Fairy Dell for the children in the village to have 
picnics, stories etc.  We are planning a one day event sometime 
in the New Year when Alan will come and do some chainsaw 
demonstrations and the children from the Nature Club will be 
able to make their own sculptures from clay.  It is hoped this event will be well 
attended.  Look out for posters and flyers nearer the time. 
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WHAT’S ON FURTHER DOWN THE VALLEY? 
In ESH WINNING 
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In WATERHOUSES – full details on their web pages – see page 8. 
 

Cinema Club – every Wednesday evening at 7.30 – doors open at 
7.  Free membership.  Next few films are Looking for Eric, Monsters vs Aliens, 
Revolutionary Road, Bride Wars.  Suggestions for films to be shown are always welcome. 

Family Nights – monthly, Saturday evening.  Normally include games for 
the youngsters, light refreshments and a family film.  The next few are: 

·  Saturday 31st October – Witches and Wizards (costume) Party – plus film ‘Coraline’ 
·  Saturday 21st November – party games plus film ‘Night at the Museum -Battle of the 

Smithsonian’ 

Special Events 
Saturday 14th November GREEK NIGHT with Greek meal and the film “My 
Big Fat Greek Wedding”.  Tickets cost £5 (£3.50 for children under 12) from Allison 
Jamieson on 0191 3734611.  Bar open from 7pm, meal served at 7.30. 

Friday 11 December 7.30pm CHRISTMAS CONCERT by the 'Sing for Life' 
choir (includes switching on the Christmas tree lights) - mulled wine and mince 
pies afterwards. Bar open.  Tickets: adults £2, children £1 at the door. 

Plans for the New Year include  
23rd January – Bearpark & Esh Colliery Band 
13th February - Valentine Event with band. 

 

 



7 
 

Events in East Hedleyhope  

Works on the Nature Reserve.   
Everyone welcome – you don’t have to be fit. Just work at your own pace and 
enjoy the craic!  
We can provide the tools. 
 
Saturday 17 th October, 10.00am  

Hay raking near Village / Moving Soil off the Red B ridge / Litter 
Pick 
Meet near the double picnic tables. Bring your own rakes, wheel-barrows, 
pitch-forks etc if you have them!  

 
Saturday 14 th November, 10.30am 

River Clean Up Meet at No 5 Rose Terrace. Walk back towards East 
Hedleyhope. 
Bring wheelbarrows, wellies, waders etc if you have them. Getting in the 
water is optional! 

 
Saturday 6 th February, 10.00am 

Coppicing Trees and Clearing Branches 
Meet at No 5 Rose Terrace.  
 
Children’s Nature Club - East Hedleyhope Village Ha ll 
Nature Club is most suitable for children under 10. Includes sessions inside 
and outside whatever the weather. Please wear clothing suitable for playing 
outdoors. Costs £1  
 
24th October, 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

Halloween Join us on a torch-lit walk to visit the Wizard of the Woods. 
Bring a torch and wrap up warm! 
 
21st November, 10am – 12 noon  

Pets Party  
(NB as numbers of kids has fallen recently this wil l be the last under 
10’s Nature Club session!)  

What is the difference between your pet and British wildlife? Bring your small 
pets – hamsters etc if you have them for the 1st session. Look out for wildlife 
in the outdoor session - followed by Christmas/final Party 
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NEW for 2010! Young Rangers  – Meet at East Hedleyhope 
Village Hall 

Outdoor Activities for older children including conservation work such as tree 
planting and fun activities such as orienteering. Young Rangers which is 
affiliated to Durham Wildlife Trust is suitable for 10 year olds and over. 
PLEASE BRING OLD CLOTHING AND WATERPROOFS. Costs £1 to cover 
refreshments etc. 

30th January 2pm 
First session may involve tree planting in East Hedleyhope 
 
Contact Clare Ross - 01388 731553 for more informat ion 
 
Social Events – East Hedleyhope Village Hall 
 
Bonfire Night  Thursday 5 th November from 6p.m. 
Bonfire, fireworks on the village green, with soup to warm you up.  All 
Welcome!  All free! 
 
Christmas Fair 
Sunday (yes really) 13 th December, 2.30pm 
Join us for our unique and traditional Christmas Fair with a very friendly 
atmosphere. 
Enjoy Home baking, Santa’s Visit, Lucky tombola, Competitions, Face 
Painting and lots more. 
 
Advance Warning of… New Year’s Eve Party  
31st December!  
The event that everyone is still talking about! 
 
Meetings – 7.30 East Hedleyhope Village Hall 
 
Full General Committee - 12 th January 2010 
 

FIND US ON THE WEB 
We are grateful to Waterhouses Community Association for 
hosting news of East Hedleyhope on their web site.  You will 
find there not only this newsletter ready for you to print off, 
but also most of the information in this newsletter as news 

items. 
Find it at www.waterhouses.info and then click on ‘The 

Hedleyhope Pages’ 


